
Is it a human being? 

"From the moment a baby is conceived, it 
bears the indelible stamp of a separate distinct 
personality, an individual different from all 
other individuals." - Ultrasound pioneer, Sir 
William Liley, M.D. 1967. 

"It is scientifically correct to say that an 
individual human life begins at conception." - 
Professor M. Matthews-Roth, Harvard 
University Medical School. 

"By all the criteria of modern molecular 
biology, life is present from the moment of 
conception." - Professor Hymie Gordon, Mayo 
Clinic.  

When does the heart begin to beat? 

At 18 days [when the mother is only four days 
late for her first menstrual period], and by 21 
days it is pumping, through a closed 
circulatory system, blood whose type is 
different from that of the mother.  - J.M. 
Tanner, G. R. Taylor, and the Editors of Time-
Life Books, Growth, New York: Life Science 
Library, 1965, p 

When is the brain functioning? 

Brain waves have been recorded at 40 days on 
the Electroencephalogram (EEG).  - H. 
Hamlin, "Life or Death by EEG," JAMA, Oct. 
12, 1964, p. 120 

Brain function, as measured on the 
Electroencephalogram, "appears to be reliably 
present in the fetus at about eight weeks 
gestation," or six weeks after conception. - J. 
Goldenring, "Development of the Fetal Brain," 
New England Jour. of Med., Aug. 26, 1982, p. 
564 

How early do some organs form? 

The eye, ear and respiratory systems begin to 
form four weeks after fertilization. - K. Moore, 
Before We Were Born, 3rd ed., 1989, p. 278 

And function? 

Very early, e.g., glucagon, a blood sugar 
hormone, has been demonstrated in the fetal 
pancreas 6 weeks after fertilization, and insulin 
by 7 to 8. F. - Cunningham, "Pancreas," 
William’s Obstet., 19th ed., 1993, p. 183-4 

Thumb sucking has been photographed at 7 
weeks after fertilization. - W. Liley, The Fetus 
As Personality, Fetal Therapy, 1986, p. 8-17 

When does the developing baby first 
move? 

"In the sixth to seventh weeks. . . . If the area 
of the lips is gently stroked, the child responds 
by bending the upper body to one side and 
making a quick backward motion with his 
arms. This is called a ‘total pattern response’ 
because it involves most of the body, rather 
than a local part." - L. B. Arey, Developmental 
Anatomy (6th ed.), Philadelphia: W. B. 
Sanders Co., 1954 

When are all her body systems 
present? 

By eight weeks (two months). - Hooker & 
Davenport, The Prenatal Origin of Behavior, 
University of Kansas Press, 1952 
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When does he start to breathe? 

Episodic spontaneous breathing movement has 
been observed in the healthy human fetus as 
early as ten weeks gestational age. - Conners et 
al., "Control of Fetal Breathing in the Human 
Fetus," Am J. OB-GYN, April ‘89, p. 932 

At what point are all her body 
systems working? 

By 11 weeks.  - "Life Before Birth," Life 
Magazine, Apr. 30, 1965, p. 13 

How about hearing? 

"Auditory sense is present in the infant 24 
weeks before birth [14 weeks after 
conception]. This involves brain functioning 
and memory patterns." - M. Clemens, "5th 
International Congress Psychosomatic," OB & 
GYN, Rome: Medical Tribune, Mar. 22, 1978, 
p. 7 

When can she first experience pain? 

The cortex isn’t needed to feel pain. The 
thalamus is needed and is functioning at 8 
weeks. Even complete removal of the cortex 
does not eliminate the sensation of pain. 
"Indeed there seems to be little evidence that 
pain information reaches the sensory cortex." - 
Patton et al., Intro. to Basic Neurology, W. B. 
Saunders Co. 1976, p. 178 

"Lip tactile response may be evoked by the end 
of the 7th week. At 11 weeks, the face and all 
parts of the upper and lower extremities are 
sensitive to touch. By 13 1/2 to 14 weeks, the 
entire body surface, except for the back and the 
top of the head, are sensitive to pain." - S. 
Reinis & J. Goldman, The Development of the 
Brain C. Thomas Pub., 1980 



Join Us 

If you’re part of the GLBT community or just 
an open minded individual who shares our pro-
life convictions, we invite you to join 
PLAGAL. 

Name: _____________________________  

Address: ___________________________  

City: ______________________________  

State/Zip: __________________________  

Phone: ____________________________  

Email: _____________________________  

Membership: $20.00  
Includes subscription to PLAGAL newsletter 

Additional Donation: Contributions are tax 
deductible 

o $10 
o $25 
o $50 
o $100 
o $_______ 

 
Mail To: 

PLAGAL 
PO BOX 16753 

Alexandria, VA  22302-0753 
(202) 223-6697 

 
Email us at plagal@plagal.org. 

Visit us online at www.plagal.org. 

PLAGAL is a 501(c)(3) non-profit 
organization incorporated in Massachusetts. 

8% Abortion is wrong and should be unlawful under any 
circumstances 

12% Abortion is wrong except to save the life of the 
mother 

9% Abortion is wrong except to save the life of the mother 
and in cases of rape and incest. 

3% Abortion is wrong except to save the life of the mother 
and in cases of rape, incest, infant deformity, disease, or 
retardation. 

8% Abortion is wrong except to save the life of the mother 
and in cases of rape, incest, infant deformity, disease, or 
retardation, and where the child is unwanted and will not 
have a good quality of life.  

3% undecided 

Survey of Gay Community views on 
abortion in 1995 by Cecilia Brown 

4% other 

3% "Personally opposed" but felt abortion should be legal 

15% Abortion is permissible for any reason until the fetus 
can survive outside the womb 

12% Abortion is permissible for any reason except to 
select the sex or sexual orientation of the child.  

15% Abortion is permissible for any reason the woman 
chooses, at anytime during the pregnancy and no legal 
restrictions should be imposed, including parental 
notification and no delay for informed consent. 

20% Abortion is permissible for any reason the woman 
chooses, at anytime during the pregnancy and no legal 
restrictions should be imposed, and the government should 
pay for the procedure if a woman cannot afford the 
expense. 
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